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nondestructive oilfield pip-
ing festing plant could
breathe some e into an
Abbeyille economy strug-
gling from another ndeshey
leaving town, officials said.

Technical Indusiries of
Houston  broke  ground
Wednesday on a new facili-
ty near the Abbeville air-
port that will use Visonic
3D imaging to test the
strength of drill string, tub-
ing and casing design.

The new facility will
bring in 50 to 100 jobs,
“depending on the market,

tomers with the technology,
Sfeir said.

“It’s a good place to do
business,"” Sfeir said of
Abbeville, “The local
government was very help-
ful, ard the community is a
good community to do
business in."

Abbeville Mayor Mark
FPioeeea said a $000,000 grant
from the state will pay
for improving roods and
running utilities to the site.
State Sen. Nick Ganftresiny,
D-Mea, worked with the
state Office of Economic

husiness in,”

Development to secure the
grant.

“Its pood to see an
Industry that's nterested In
Abbeville,” Piazza said.

The area has suffered in
the wake of last wesk's
announcement by Riviana
Foods that 1t was laying off
10 employees at lis
Abbeville plant, Piazza

George M. Sleir
Technical Industries CREC

hopes many of those
workers can be trained and
hired at the Technical
Intustries siie.

The project will take
between six months and
one year to complete, Sfeir
said The 23000 squane-foot
facility will sit on about
eight acres of land off the
La. 14 bypass.
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Abbeville Mayor Mark Piazza, left, Technical Industries Chief
Executive Officar Gaorge M. Sieir, cenles, and Gene Sallars
go over blueprints of the new pipe inspection company fo be
built rear the Abbeville adrport,



